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In 2009 I was again leader and chief administrator of a Comprehensive Research Project at the Lake Biwa
Museum, the goal of which is to explore the biodiversity and systematics of the biota of Lake Biwa and its
surrounding watershed. I personally hosted cooperative researchers from Yokohama, Sapporo, Korea, and
Germany and assisted their respective surveys of earthworms, freshwater bryozoans, gastrotrichs, and
copepods. In addition, I served as the host of a graduate student from Osaka University who is also studying
gastrotrichs within this project. From this project, two papers on earthworms and digenean flukes were
submitted for publication with me as coauthor, the former actually being published by the end of March
(otherwise, I was coauthor of some online resources for Ascothoracida species). Within a large project funded
by the Environment Ministry, I was nominal co—leader of research on the biodiversity of small organisms
in rice fields. In particular, I assisted in field surveys and arranged for the identification of copepods,
earthworms, and aquatic microdrile oligochaetes. I presented or was co—presenter of several talks and posters
at two international meetings, one on speciation in ancient lakes (Ohrid, Macedonia) and the other on
carcinology (Tokyo, Japan). Finally, as a member of the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature

I voted and commented on many nomenclatural cases that were brought before the Commission.
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