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Tabata, R., Kakioka, R., Tominaga, K., Komiya, T., & Watanabe, K. (2016). Phylogeny and historical demography of endemic fishes in

Lake Biwa: the ancient lake as a promoter of evolution and diversification of freshwater fishes in western Japan. Ecology and Evolution, 6(8), 2601-2623.
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The 2017 Special Exhibition “Dispersal”
: The fantastic journeys of aquatic micro-fauna

Ponds in a particular area often have the same
species living in them, but how do tiny freshwa-
ter creatures colonize these waterbodies? To a
water flea dry land is an alien and formidable
barrier, and venturing out into such an environ-
ment will result in a certain and quick death.
But somehow water fleas, and many other tiny
freshwater creatures, are able to colonize
aquatic habitats separated by dry land. How
do they move from one pond to another? How
do they cross continents, and even oceans to
colonize freshwater ponds on remote islands?
The 2017 Special Exhibition at the Lake Biwa
Museum looked at some of the unusual ways
tiny freshwater creatures disperse. ( R.J.Smith )
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